
THE CHURCH IS MOST IMPORTANT 
 
In the Old Testament, Godʼs glory was on display in Eden, at Mt. Sinai, in the tabernacle 
and later the temple.  In the New Testament, Godʼs glory is manifest in the person 
Jesus.  But where is Godʼs glory on display now? Ephesians 3:7-11 answers the 
question.  Godʼs glory is now on display in the church.   
 
Thereʼs a nonchalant attitude towards the church today.  Some people consider their 
Bible study, prayer group, momsʼ group, or menʼs group a church.  But three guys at 
Starbucks isnʼt a church…itʼs three guys at Starbucks.  Where two are three are 
gathered, Jesus is present, but thatʼs not a church.  A church is much more than a 
group of Christians hanging out. 
 
Here is a pretty good definition of a ʻchurchʼ:  A community of believers who confess 
Jesus Christ as Lord, organized under qualified leadership, gathering regularly for 
preaching worship, observing the biblical sacraments of baptism and communion, 
unified by the spirit and scattered to fulfill the great commission. 
 
Hereʼs what the Bible says about the local church. 
 
o “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” – Matthew 16:18 
o “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God, which He bought with his own 
blood.” – Acts 20:28 

o “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”          
– Hebrews 10:25 

 
Many people have lost their vision for the church because they donʼt understand what 
the Bible says.  Itʼs not a collection of human programs or a set of ministries; itʼs the 
means by which God has chosen to accomplish his purpose for us and for the world.   
 
I love this quote from John Stott. “If the church is central to Godʼs purpose, as seen in 
both history and the gospel, it must surely also be central to our lives.  How can we take 
lightly what God takes so seriously?  How dare we push to the circumference what God 
has placed at the center.” 
 
Growing as a Christian is not something you can do on your own…it requires 
relationship and community…and church.  I think if we understood this, weʼd take more 
vacations during the week when we missed work, than on the weekend when weʼd miss 
church. 
 
Jesus didnʼt say that he would build his worship band, 501(c) organization, mission trip 
or social ministry…He said He would build His church.  Donʼt tack the church on to your 
weekly schedule; make what is important to God important to you and your family. 
 


